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Water is as precious as oil in the Mongolian Plateau and the Loess 
Plateau of China. In order to solve the draught and irrigation problems of 
tens of millions of people, the Chinese government built the Sanshenggong 
Yellow River Water Control Project in Bayannaoer League of western 
Inner Mongolia as early as 1959, which has played an important role 
in regulating the amount of water, eradicating local drought disasters, 
and contributing to the elimination of extreme poverty in the local area. 
In September 2019, the Hetao Irrigation District was listed as the World 
Irrigation Heritage (photo provided by the Water Development Center of 
Inner Mongolia Hetao Irrigation District).
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